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A message from the editorial team

Begin with a dream. Add generous dollops of dedication, some spoonfuls
of technology, mix news and views to taste, garnish with a generous
pinch of creativity. Stir well, and let it simmer over the slow fire of
consultation and reflection. Finally, take it out of the cooking pot and
lay the lavish spread on the screen. The IRPS website is now ready for
the world to savor.

And then, at the end of a multi-course experience, there is ‘Chirps’ as
the dessert. In keeping with the lavish theme, this dessert itself is
spread over many courses. To whet your appetite, as the Hors d’ oeuvre,
we have musings on the role of Railways in shaping national imagination
and its significance in popular culture; and a spicy and tangy satire on
bosses. Moving to the main dishes, under Entrée we turn the spotlight
on how the Covid induced lockdown is a golden opportunity for
education, and how the feisty PM of New Zealand carries the torch not
just for women empowerment, but also for a new world order based on
kindness and empathy. As the Buffet Froid, we present before you a
glimpse of the efforts of the IRPS community in combating the
pandemic, underlined by the conviction that we shall overcome. Then,
for Sorbet as relief between meals, we have a lovely little story on our
storyboard; and finally, in Entremets, we have poetry as the food for
our souls in our Rhyme and Reason section. But wait, we won’t let you
go without some delicious, lip smacking Savoureux dressed as
snapshots. Carry the memories of a spring in bloom when you leave, and
come back again and again, not just to partake of the delicacies, but
also to whip up dishes for all of us to savor.

You will find here a repast that showcases your individual and collective
efforts, presents news morsels from your workplace, and creates a
cuisine designed to stimulate your creative taste buds.

Bon appetit

From all of us in the community kitchen. Au Revoir.
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RAILWAYS AND
THE INDIAN
IMAGINATION

By ANAND MADHUEKAR

Railways in India have played a crucial
role in the nationalist project and the
concept of India as a nation.

Geographically, by unifying the length
and breadth of the country,
economically by connecting the
hinterland to distant markets and by
making possible the movement of
labour and resources, politically by
making communication faster and by
making possible the connect of
Mahatma Gandhi with the masses,
socially by striking a blow against caste
barriers because the necessity of
travelling together made away with
caste segregation, and culturally by
enabling sharing of cultural mores and
also by emerging as a cultural symbol
for the nation itself.

One of the most potent representations
of the unifying project of Railways and
its identification with a nascent nation
can be seen in the 1954 film Jagriti,
where Abhi Bhattacharjee as a teacher
taking his students on a train trip, sings
Kavi Pradeep's "Aao bachhon tumhe
dikhayein jhanki hindustan ki" to
familiarise his students with the
diversity and heritage of India, and in
the process squarely locates the
cultural heritage of India, in the
sacrifices made by the rulers of the past
and the freedom fighters of the present
(Jalianwala Bagh martyrs). Using
Railways and a train journey as tropes,
the song thus places the nation in a
unified istorical, cultural and political
context.

Even the humble train whistle has had

several cameos in lyrical musings
across the years. | can think of at least
three interesting ways in which the train
whistle has been represented in Hindi
songs. Kishor's Gaadi bula rahi hai/
Seeti baja rahi hai from the 1974 film
Dost, strikes a note using in its opening
credits the toy train chugging up to
Shimla, to make the identification of the
train journey with the journey of life
itsel. Long shots of the train journey
and the train itself, interspersedwith
close-ups of Dharmendra sitting by the
window, combine to make the
representation complete.

The Rajasthani folk song Challa challa
re driver gadi haule haule/ Engine ki
seeti se mharo manreprised in the
2014 film Khoobsoorat uses the train
whistle to evoke a sense of thrill

in anticipation of meeting the beloved,
by identifying the vibration of the
whistle with that of a vibrating heart.

And finally, there is that wistful number
from the 1972 film Pakeezah, sung by
Lata and picturised on Meena Kumari,
Chalte chalte yun hi koi mil gaya

tha which ends with thepiercing sound
of a train whistle that replaces the
customary applause at the end of a
courtesan's performance. The whistle
here symbolises an ending, as in a
train reaching a station, and the
absence of applause a journey to be
undertaken alone
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Aradhana (1969), Dil Se
(1998), Dilwale Dulhania
Le Jayenge (1995),Jab
We Met (2007), Naayak
(1966), Parineeta (2005),
Pathar Panchali (1955),
Sadma (1983), Swades
(2004) and Darjeeling
Ltd (2007)were the ten
Bollywood films starring
trains shortlisted by
National Geographicin a
2016 article
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gaoh | STt i, TRy, 9um, fades, fa=a, 21gT, I, diRca, TaT, GgaiT Ud UH &l 9Td ST 96 |
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3ATST Y Tepedt FAETT A1 1 & 36T & Afh enteret e 98t e a1 381 @ 1 IR FAmfor &t wamre at e @
& AR Jeal o1 SSTRIToT T8l e U1 <@T &1 Ia-UTdrd Sidh dt & @1 & AAfch TaTaahd ol faehrd 78!
H UTIET & | Thelt (V&M U ATGGIRG Sita & & Y WE TR TgdT ST T8t & | SararaR I 3
ISR H Y STISTHT @ & SI-TH ST 3¢ sl AT 81 oi | I8 AT THT ga g el & A &
JTereh ¢ | STTTER g A ol 8 2 57 gt AEhy fRver =ifdy, Amel sndigperd thadh, T 91 2. 9mR.&L.
Ot v € ud ThefAe ST & R uiferd) sTedey 39 ara R 9k 34 § o6 18t srgera v,
TGRS, Afdeh, TN, HIAAYU, HT-eareh Yd ASHRIIET i1 A1feyq ot ard ST R &t Al
IR B! & 798! ag I Y g ¢ foh A& & 3= urge R S fasy & sareraR a0 H a8t g
I geTy ST § STt 9Rd H UsIe 5id 8

dt et gl & 7 7 el & ? AW gl g ? aXgd: T8l el Gl U Gd Ram & dienl ol e & |
ST TR TG o AR & | FADH Y ARR | TSTITSH Bl AP & | §9 UoT WAR A E, T
@M IR R A § | gH dhee R IR A §, I RMAT IREFA R TR IAE BHTAWRIRIAE, 3 I
% TANT IR TR & & | @i 31e! THgeR “EaxR“ § | Uoh ahg, 8, 09-ie, STthadi-ic U4 31U+ Wit &
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A TATS, GXAR, ¥qd §d Gg A9 dl Al Iga Ageayof g |

ARSI T g AT d=dl, feaTudhl Ya fAaraasl di-l & e mMeea sruvzafAdt daz
1T g | GId Uy FHfAT gHy, g3 S g g §evAe uR HiS(E gfar & an
Oy gefhal # Iuasy € | 9<d & Iy df g3 9% R dex g Gopd 8 | § - Frdq,
tisieed | gfRfada, wa, iy, difsat gew ok & gt nfafafaal de a=fHn & Afwmersa
% 39 979 AR 9 H gIIuhIfU qd o1 drd § ot A, ) gd geud oft g o 3@
g1 T ot SR g HIH DA aTt 3 AN h TR F GrAT g1 AT AU T ST AT
TR FF I G ATUH! g & 8 H HIAT US |

# dt agt g foh 3@ w@fofa @97 &1 Iuat ey U+t whetrsdl Ud q8-7¢ snadl & g
&I § HI| HAR FH gwrs, AfST, FAfET vd sraey i argfin & wrd oo gral @ &R
AR & HUS Fdra, T8, QA HUS! dl 9iF Ud @I, S[d Giferer A, aidt
fraral & sf@m scrfe o1 &rd Wd w31 399 7 At 919 vd Agad & wrd § A Al &
gfd emudh 79 # w19 Gar g gz, suent MiRes gd Afee g@ off ured g o

gdensht & a1 a9 oft g= quTH I fRfAAS , 9ur Fwy, lesk A fYyer, g, g
g R ot ¢ nfafafaal # ge ot Sitg «d 81 & suas! agt gang 4 foh grEd & g7 gron
H T U1 AAUHE Mk SFR YA HL | TSR ATH-15 FA1ad & AIEGH § 1Y =Yk,
3ig, 341, arg, Mg+, uryor, fAyez, 39 fawmsfHn, s&RaR FemsfAn, grgn, dfén, JAsifeay
Ud 3= HIYST Pl SaT39 R Johd & | 30! BIE-Bid A g et v RaeRi &t
AN | Tpel Sl d9ET3E U AT Ui | U IFATHS Sl IUANT A §Y 7¢-A7 falkes,
fiq, gead Qd STgaid o goid & | AU difgfAesw ufawn st qurd gy wfaard, sarfaar,
qreeh, ITATY, TERT, EA, Rutafst, g, FTvor ga Md &1 o &1l

g nfafafdal smueht TgaTaTRar, gRgAfear, Icaayfdar, ggafiadar gd agstar @ at
Ferdt gt € gz 8w, a-ra Ruwa ud ot off gx det €1 7% sy faygrw g fh o gAr
I UeTs H 3icad gl & I1Y-I1Yy 1figcehR, helTahiR Ud fRAeganz oft g1 ot fem srga
I I k! UTWT gt gl ag garr oft amasas € ok fem & 3= urgerT ur 93 Ay &
SaTeTaR &2 # gt g fAwg ugry Sird € St WRd H ugrg Snd 8|
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BHAR BRI H SRR G 310 ohrdf | it W1, 1Y Gd geul Hft g1 311 38 81| aRm ket
SO BRI A dTet 3 AT o aR H FiaT g1 3T ST <] AT 3R Tg! i Ga
3MYR! ERI oh OR H AT U8 |

ARSI & 3 THY gAR BRI H BT8R Ud 3 o & ot A1, &Y ug geud off 1)
377 3@ BT | T Rt STUA SR hTH h dTet 39 AN o IR H HHT &1 RIT SATUh! 3Tl
TN 3R Tt i & 3ATUh! GHRI oh TR H A1 US |

21ff <rcTed} erar faend SR ivrer faenTd &Y 1t &1 ARSI & 5T THY T IUANT 3T
SO grAarelt & alg Ud 21 S ehed o faera | on?| ag w9y T §19 ek 100 7 ¥
100 &R A a7t §=d T gIFER gl 1 3 AeR} ot ™I f&hed = o foram 81 gfan i
IR hrfAai Ud SNHIESIIE 39 g1ded, fohded, siciaked, sAgfched, foed,
TATATSSRY, ey, Ud TiTel e @ et ey do1RT gl & | & s, Sif9Taehl, Ud
SR T U T foh 5T THY T IUFNT § 31U &THATST T ey e & & | HTdT-
a1 gd 37k Thetl @ A1 e & o 50 o st ot 34 mifafafeat & anfae & o=
I ke ey, oftexfy, ga &9 g fasf&a gt |

e, gmT, I =, TRt e, Afe, asfdn, T onfe & Aregm @ 21 W= fehed ar
X1 faemTsr fohaT ST TehdT 81 Bk # g1 [l S91e, =amarera, U9 hithy, Uemd, 9idTd,
FATIEH, ITATA, SThER, Thad!, ATchicd, Yo Ud ITR o I fohQe e Ud At Wt e |
foh oot =R & & & Rud vd srgda™ &) srasg sear S | gieadl F s A A g
13 SIA/ SATASHR I7AYT e | 3MTUeh BIe-BIC TN &I 3T T 3MUh! YFeH Ud
WIS Pl haR & ST T |

gt gfar 214 ardredt ot fefiee shifd & wu A a1g &R @ 8 | 39 gfAaT | 9thet g1 & fag
QG IIET TR @ o ol SITUehl 8% &10T Seedl! Samtaltsit ¥ ST hl3uae &1 gRTT|
‘ARSI & 39 THT T IUANT Tad STeT f3fSeet areadi € gt ahdT g1 ST TaI A F
TTETR TS Tqetl = TS FArad TR & &1

g IR &Y AR & den wiewnd o disieys 3 srfdear fawat & §-ahde afa o= Ry &1
ST UGTS Y& e o & | 39 SR W & Jedl 3R SeATueh! -1 O STl e fop sreat
&t UiSiae, 3rTsHCe, Ulaefafes Ud $-chée dahra Sif-ars aread 8 o9 ¢ Ogd a=
IThT WRYR IJUANT = Feh | H sl ahl g oft s =g o g aiR €t Afaedt 3 w@gs
Ui U WOH U7 I & A1y T fefStea afHn afeRaa ok sraar Iuctsy awid &1 g5
29 IS THY ! Yeh TR H Faeld §Y 40 o g2 WR ! Af+11 Ua et Yer & &0 H waet
ST ATEQ | Thedl, STeATTehl Ud <) AL ht et T ST <0 hl 3T TR I 1 IS
13T Ud fhfSichel Foraes @ Iaa 3fSieat aeaey ot asft & serar &A1 Tnfeu | gt
FISIY ST Teh IHE AU fSfice Famed & gRT §9IRI S=di ol en A1 BT @71 g
dt ger, ehde, Thel U 3Tee HaR <l ohll Fal & folg @ gt SITget|

3TSY ARSI & HTER I ATH IBTd §Y T<al ohl JEHRH ol HIeh & 3R Teh WRA 98 9RA
& U ohl HIhR 2 |
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IN FOCuUsS

INNOVATIVE LEADERSHIP -
JACINDA ARDERN

While it is a matter of perennial debate as to
whether leaders are born or made, history is
replete  with examples of leaders who
demonstrated exceptional leadership skills to
overcome challenging times faced by
organizations, people and countries. The
“leadership-styles” of these “personalities” had
in common that special and unique touch
which strikes a chord with people inspiring
them to rise above the constraints imposed
upon them by their socio-cultural, economic
or political milieu. The Corona pandemic,
arriving like a Tsunami and affecting every part
of the world, has overwhelmed governments
and leaders at the helm of affairs with
everyone keenly watching and scrutinising
their response. Against this back drop, truly
inspiring has been the exemplary performance
of women leaders such as the Norwegian
Prime Minister Erna Solberg, the Prime
Minister of Iceland, Katrin Jakobsdottir,
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-Wen, German

Chancellor Angela Merkel and New Zealand’s
Prime Minister Jacinda Arden. Not only have
their respective countries accepted these
leaders as true “Saviours”, these leaders have
also earned global acclaim for their deft
handling of the Covid crisis. A closer look will

reveal that along with attributes like a

BY DR PRAVEEN KUMARI

pragmatic approach, direct communication
and willingness to listen to expert advice,
compassion and empathy are the key markers
of their leadership style. Their performance is
even more noteworthy considering that
women leaders constitute merely seven per

cent of the total number of world leaders.

In Focus is New Zealand’s young Prime

Minister, Ms. Jacinda Arden, whose “out of
box” legislative and policy measures in recent
times have not only been courageous and
egalitarian but also inspiring as well as
innovative. She has acted like a world
stateswoman bringing hope to millions and
putting forth solutions resonating with
current issues confronting the world. Rising
from a humble background, her personal
journey has been incredible. Born in 1980 to
working class parents - mother who worked
as a catering assistant in school and father
who was a police officer, she grew up
believing her gender could never stand in the
way of her achievements or in determining
her life choices. This attitude itself is an
enabler when gender as a barrier stands in
the way of aspirations of billions of women
across the world. This confidence can also be

attributed to socio-cultural and political
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environment of New Zealand which is much
more sensitive to gender issues as compared
to our part of the world. This is evident in the
country having produced three women Prime

Ministers in the past.

What sets Ms. Adern apart is her sense of
conviction which made her take a principled
stand on issues from an early age. While in
school, she campaigned and convinced her
school administration to allow girls to wear

pants. She became the second female Head of
State in the world after Benazir Bhutto to give
birth while in office. Three months after the
birth  of her daughter when she had to
represent her country in the UN, she made
history by ensuring that her daughter and
partner got a seat in UN assembly, thus
proving to the world how personal and
professional responsibilities can be effectively
managed together, without the detriment of

either.

A graduate in politics, Ms. Adern has used
politics as a serious tool for attaining the
cherished goals of justice, equality, liberal
values, and dignity of all sentient beings, and
has declared that the intent of her
government is Pursuit of Kindness. This
sounds so calming and refreshing coming
from a political leader when all around the
world the clamour is for pursuit of material
gains and power. This intent is evident in the
bold steps that her government has taken.
New Zealand has declared a work week of 4
days to achieve real work life balance. In 2019,
her Government presented the first Well Being
Budget prioritizing well-being over economic
growth and moving away from GDP as the sole
indicator of a nation’s prosperity. It is based on
the premise that GDP alone does not paint a

full picture of the prosperity of a nation and
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its people,as it does not indicate how citizens
feel about social connections, sharing of
economic prosperity, and the feel good and
happiness factors. Though such an approach
has also been attempted by countries like
Bhutan, the New Zealand approach s
innovative as it also has components of Living
Standards Framework. LSF are a practical set
of meaningful well being indicators to guide
policy in 12 domains such as civic
engagement and governance, subjective well
being, environment, health, cultural identity,
time use social connections etc. These
indicators speak volumes about the leader
and her priorities. Granting the Whanganui
River the legal rights of a Human Being is a
great step forward in  environmental
conservation. As per 2017 Te Awa Tupua (
Whanganui Rivers Claims Settlements ) Act ,
the river is treated as if it were a Maori
Ancestor, an indivisible and living whole
comprising all its physical and metaphysical

elements.

Equally remarkable is her advocacy of the
rights of marginalized people. She left the
Church when it took a discriminatory stand
on gay rights issues and became the first
Prime Minister to take part in the Pride
Parade in Auckland. Her Government passed
a law banning all military style automatic
guns and assault rifles after instances of

violent shooting.
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Her handling of the Corona Crisis has similarly
been very effective resulting in New Zealand
reporting only nine deaths before it was
declared COVIDI19 free, at a time when the rest
of the world continues to grapple with the
crisis with no relief in sight. She displayed
leadership imbued with awareness, a clear
strategy and action plan and transparent
communication based on facts and scientific
evidence. Her approach combined both
concrete action and required symbolism. No
wonder that with a 59.5 percent positive vote,

she has been declared the most popular Prime

Minister of New Zealand.

In Ms. Adern’s own words, the true measure of
leadership is its ability to confront the anxiety
of the people of its time. Going by this
measure, she has amply proved herself to be
one amongst the few true leaders that the

world has today.
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ONE OF THE CRITICISMS I'VE
FACED OVER THE YEARS IS THAT
I'M NOT AGGRESSIVE ENOUGH OR
ASSERTIVE ENOUGH, OR MAYBE
SOMEHOW, BECAUSE I'™M
EMPATHETIC, IT MEANS I'M WEAK. |
TOTALLY REBEL AGAINST THAT. I
REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT YOU
CANNOT BE BOTH
COMPASSIONATE AND STRONG.
- JACINDA ARDERN
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Tg! ug g & foh e a1y gt R,
I TR 8 ST g & ferg
8,

I ST GER] h, Tg! df AHI-4H
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24 91, 2020 <t AF gerr=wst s
AE & A9 Gared R I 7eg A
Y gl YRAGY H ARSI i
0T, Sifds-19 & 59 faseardt
TehrHeh JHRY o AT UaTg i
Aept & A= Y 718 39 ergd
0T & FRYOf STH-Sfta Sigi-ah-
Jel age T, St Srer o1, o [Rfa
# o1, g6l YA I IE T

fafaeranen & iRyl ga A
3nfefer SRR ST U O
e g @, g o |+t @t fafa
& for 321 i Uk Sga I srrard
3ot fAcgufa Y waTs & TR
ST ST et 8. dgd §
ST et STHAT oh &1 O THET
Shae sl v T8 &. Uit st
& fore 3era Wewrd fquy diaw 8
3T T T T §. 39 o1 i
Teh 3]l SATardl faefme W)
R et 8. fopelt oft enf-me R
31T U gRg ARTIUN &Y STATT &
gl &2 R Gohd &. 37 1T &,
U J31 STarey U oft g, STt Bte-
T ASHIR hch 379AT Td 310
URAR T WRU-UIYOT T &.

0F # 19 < H IR AlheSSA
Y giyoT gt S1Y at @H
U GG gl STt §. JHH
AR T Ud BI-a8! eTffich g
fawm afRfeAfa @ g di Rifert &
I1aSE t Igd TR N AR
ferdt R W 39 fRIfd @ s@sR
WA T 31 AT STEH J
Toheehl TRTIY 3@ &1 ST €. Q& it
T B TERT I Ifch &
®U H IIRA Y §AR I TRAR
& N, IR AL I1d S i1 THUSAl
& AN = chrfes famT &

Qd Feret TR F Q& @it hr
JT-JiT Td =T STIThdlstl
STYfet oAt ST IS
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SIRT 321 & Sehfd e hl gt o
Sgd SR T 5. Tg! U™ H g
Hifds-19 T Hepfad AT a1 Tar
TSI [ g T, 37 J§ & b
e gHIfad el # & Yeh @1
§. @Ifaeh ¥9 T AlhsTs chl
ST TN = Tl &b ST-Sia-
St +ft 3T R . AT & IR
@M g ST §9 deh chl GHWT Tt
B 7S, 08 F SRT HUSH & T
Hitfl J 3o R Rl &
QIY-T1Y TG AN bl TGRT &
@1 ot steT Ia/T aUT 39 @ J 300
P /TS HHATRAN/AET ST
Tt SMTaRTeh R ITERT (3TTeT,
g, &, I, THE, HITAT 3ATfS)

foafRka ferar. Ty g1, eeRsis s
# ifHien IRAT & HHARY T hedToT
fAteral gRT 3o paTRat @
AT Tueh qreT T qUT
STRERAHS URART deh 3TTa=Teh st
F FIRIT I7eh TR W &l TS TS|
Ty &Y, HHARY Ud chearor fAerehn!
gR1 fAafg wu @ sdaial @ e
& qTegd O Tudh fohaT STTdT I@T a2t
3eh T Ieh URAR H hIRIAT GehHUT
T G STFhR 9T 999 WR UTe
& STt 8. goft rudh g grarard &
1Yl & &S B o aasig A i
ot & hearor FftereRl gRT A1,
St e 78 A1g # ¥a1 A< g
qret HEATRAT T Tueh fehar AT duT
ITch THIUA T dereft
StumRendrsi et guf sed gu Feeht
WA §9g & gRAfga e mar.

g SRk Iffer T gRT T
200 "% ot faaRka fey e ug
Frafedl ol Gaergst o erarar .
ififes fIYTT 3ot sefeniRat &
fAReR dueh & g1 9UT I da
WA h TY-TTY THH g i
gfaeTSil el X e T T hiell
g1, graafdes gar srfae
UAGH-30 T 39 af F it
ARET & Aqed F e hiHal oh qH
fora=or feRa mam

ot s WIEg R dutfed fohg
Y JAT ANTE &b He STTeehdl
SN FTg Y. ST, YT,



SR JUT GIAGR | T & §olR
RIS g AR & Jeg @M,
faregpe, =g qen g A
graTal faalka di 18, YR @k
Q4 MEEH oh ShRihdie gRT SFRT
T4 AYRT R TR HfHd WA &
TATRIST Hed 7 off 39 R a3,
T F 5[ R-IAREAT qUT 31
IRfAT- rgr AR <hY Tar F Tgft
fehT o1 fdeE foma.

YINRIST HEW oh hedT0l AFHRT GRT
Hifds-19 & GehHUT & JeAoR
TTfad ST g TRq ol i Aeg
g ferier 31.03.2020 @t TAFRTS
Hedl 3 UG hIY Y AT F TS,
39 A hIY H Heel & ARl gd
HEATRTT ZRT Wdeh 3iEH &
AT § INTeT fohaT TEIT 9T 3G
THeUTUThIY ShIT ahT frsaTe ot
gganT § forar mam.

TITRIST *TeR o faf s wm=T gur-
B9 #feR 9 31.99.Q. TS & 9+
fRa gfl-giufeat & o ARt
il & qUT TR 584 gRT
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HHATRAT ! HRIAT gl ST e

g SIST e FHATd feharm T 3.
HEATRT ht BRI TehAUT ¥ F9T9 &g
SReeh & & forg fafdr er oanfla
R Y. R AU TATT IST HUSA
SR Shifde-19 & HehHUTehTeT H Hdd Gd
gfeha srf gronfea fepd g,

IR Heg IeTd o hifdien foumT, gire
ZRT oft ifde-19 & ERE sFe

ST} deet & hiffes fImT & et 3
e W & I & g wie
5000 @ o Uche T §awTH fohar SR
3R faaruT 39 UehR fohar Tt foh Uah
g 271 & a1t o forg Sgawm & S
Toh Rilfch SITelt W | hg ol g
Fr aftres et o @ off. g PR |
ifHieh URAR & oft gewf 3 gsm
31T gt FgaT A ge et e
URER F faaRor &1 &1 forar .

FHeaTuT fAdtereR Ud Ie1d WhIse &
e 3T hIAT] § 3T hEATRal
& gRART T TR-TR ST B, IR
e foraT 7T gd I8 SR I
00 i STHeRT & Tt 38 R 9
TATE & IUT, AThSTS T Ul
A T THTOIh G T 3@ <l
TelTg i AT o AT Fd1d 7.
fAYerepl gRT uRaR & et &t
Tferest fohar mam vd dfFerssitE
T AT JHSTAT 74T,

5t a=g STt Hedt & 0 gifed
7 oft shrichH Tarfera foma i,
S8 RAT @ I & adtenl @
HTAT Yt & e wR oft gER
FHIHARY T hedror (el gRT &R
3T g7 HHART Td g hHY
Yfersoizr forar ST eT 8. famr
T & srafera # uder i srgHfa
fonett nt oft =18t &t 1 %6t 8. et
& & A & FATRCTST YR hl
AR i Td AR & forg
IfHen A9 & hearor FARereRl 6
&7 7 fay areE far.

PR TR T 419 & forg
Tt &t & s & Fifdfe
faymT 7 ggraar fi S grRr
FHEARY IT I TRAR & & St
3 AgMRI & GRM FHEH &l AR
g1, 37ch! ug= i T Gdh. wiffien
faumT grr aft it &
SR & T iR T 99 &
g | Heet 3 UsYeh & g §
oty fafsat ua osies™@ s man
STt fefSiea Hifsar grr asft
searRal § faafka forar ma.

39 UhR, IR A 374 & Pl
faumT grr difsa g Sexade A
&t UG i T8 JaT3ii ht it off
TRIGAT <h! ST, &hH &1 39 3MTuer =
HHTdT hl JaT ht YUt A H1eT
ot oft IURT 3R g g fopam foh,

g1 Shalg el thel W, T4 T H9G
R,
QIHARY & kA, 1Y -7 WK,



JULY 2020

VOL. 01

COVID-19 AND OGS

by Abhishek Kesarwani

Nestled in the lap of the mighty Himalayas, the Oak
Grove School, Jharipani, Mussoorie, has been a
pioneer residential school of Indian Railways providing
quality education to the children of Railway
employees since 1888. Though the school was started
as a welfare measure, it has been able to do justice to
the faith reposed in it by the Railways on the education
front. The school is very popular, especially among the
railway employees and the demand for admission is
very high as compared to the number of students it can

accommodate.

The alumni of the school have gone on to excel in
various fields across Civil and Defence administration
and have made the school proud besides making a

mark for themselves.

In the face of COVID-19 pandemic, the administration
faced a different kind of challenge which included safe
and secure boarding of almost 575 students who stay,
study and dine in close proximity with each other.
Though

perimeter of the school premises, there was always a

the students were confined within the
chance of an infection creeping in through the families
of the support staff that is taking care of them

in mess,in classes and in the dormitories.

While a decision on whether or not to close the school
was being contemplated upon separately by the State
Administration, the school administration and

the Northern Railway Headquarters, the time was

well utilized by educating the students about the

nuances associated with the spread of Corona Virus.
Separate awareness sessions with the students,
teachers and support staff of all the three schools were
conducted by the Principal, Heads and the School
Doctor in the common assembly places. They were
shown PPTs and videos on how to protect themselves
through self-hygiene and each student was provided
with a personal soap-kit. The number of liquid soap
dispensers were increased and

posters  exhibiting

ways of practicing self-hygiene were put in
dormitories, toilets and all the conspicuous places.
Also, sufficient number of masks and hand sanitizers
were made available at the disposal of the dormitory
supervisors and they were specially trained the usageof

the same by health unit staff.

The school administration was not only responsible for
the safety of students but also its hundred-odd staff,
most of them residing with their families in the
school premises. A meeting of all stakeholders was
called and comprehensive guidelines for staying
within the premises and a protocol for entry and exit
from the main gate was issued, ensuring

in a largely safe campus. Necessary equiptments such
as masks, hand sanitizers and thermal scanners were
provided at the main gate and strict entry and exit
restrictions were put in place even before the

official lockdown was announced.

While the state government maintained a silence on
closure of boarding schools, the Oak Grove School
administration decided to send all the students back to
their homes on receiving timely and critical nod from
the headquarters on 18th March, 2020. The ensuing

session was immediately suspended and all the parents
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back their

respective homes within 24th March. This exercise was

were advised to take wards to their
a Herculean one and certainly not as easy as it
sounded. The entire school administration along with
matrons, dormitory supervisors, House Keepers, House
Masters and Heads was on its toes for the next seven
days, calling each parent individually, ensuring the
packing of students’ belongings and safe collection of
students by their parents. When the rush increased
from the third day, the parents requested to drop a
group of students at Dehradun Railway Station by
school vehicle as not many vehicles could be parked at
the main road outside the school main gate while they
were waiting for their wards. Multiple trips of school
bus and school vehicles were arranged to

drop groups of students at Dehradun  Railway
Station with proper escorting and recordkeeping. Only
Bihar,

and Puducherry could not becollected by their parents

4  students belonging to Tamilnadu
within given time. They were taken good care of by the
school and were made to feel at home by the special
efforts of all. They were later picked up by

their parents and guardians; the last student being

taken back in the mid of May, 2020.

Though the students had reached their home safely,
another challenge was to keep the staff and their
Families residing within the school campus, safe. The
restrictions at the main gate continued for this

purpose, even at the cost of displeasure of a few. The
teaching staff were immediately made to change gear
and start with online classes.This was a major
paradigm shift, especially for the permanent teaching
staff but the school administration was pleasantly
surprised to see all teaching staff rising to the
occasion and

adapting to the new teaching

methodologies and online interactions with the
students. The online teaching was formally started on
Ist of April 2020 and more professional aspects were
added to the adopted methodologies in a phase-wise

manner.

By Ist May, 2020, the entire school had shifted to
Google Classroom and Google Forms for teaching and
interacting with the students. The same was adapted to
and taken well by the students and more than 95% of
students attended regular online classes and took the
first assessment test in April, 2020 and the
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first periodic exam in May, 2020. After the current
vacations end on 30th June, it has been planned that
regular and interactive classes will be taken by the
teachers as per fixed timetable. During the vacations,
the Computer Labs of the school are being fully
equipped to facilitate online classes by procuring
peripherals such asweb cameras and graphic tablets
etc. A proposal to provide Laptops to all teachers is

also under consideration.

Oak Grove School has always set high standards of
education for its students resulting in a few CBSE
Board toppers in the recent past. Its academic and
institutional culture has been nurtured beautifully by
some of the excellent IRPS officers who have led this
institution with panache. The school is loved by one
and all who have visited and stayed here and is
prospering with the good wishes of all associated
with it and also the untiring efforts of the teaching
and non-teaching staff who are the real pillars behind
its lasting glory.
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R¥9Y 1961 S5 ar mrar gdmfagt & sra & ez syand
T ST AT IET AT UieR feygen dgd o & ange dsah fhen
QR ST g3 oT |

39 gg endl fAega g A8 o 3@ i1 siswa der, star
fh 3T I & ardt IG Hifdd wxd 9 s 37 aral @
1Sl S H H AT1 SF IR gAmMfAd 3 ghe H I
I 99 7S 20-22 a1 & 37 gl gt dter o1 gRamR
gqg fhTR Uah B¢ & Mg | Igdr R AD UHhS h HUAT
TSR Y HRAT| AfhT diex @t Avelt & Sarar 98 SIS at
2@a & gor odar Tl Y & ool bt SErs Y 2w &
TFhI H IF AUS &1 ¢S Az gdmiaal 4 S # 1
fear| ma d R ot wrat-wr @a 7 g3 ok diex famn
Sarad, f9ar wagd, S gaard sta F g uer @11 o aral
H 98 Sl &1 Uoh H&g fgean g 7an

e ot ghia o7 foh a8 a8l @ 1T ot 78 Aed arom
gAfIg I 39 A & ARAAT Al g rudt g gHF
forar stz fdal &t sruam uRarR) diex &t gead ugd &
fteh AT 3R ST SNSd & Idd Il S B graT fopar sar
AT SIFIT USH U o ung+ & wdard off fars fearg &
3Bl A5 dd | fR-<fiR IgdH faggfigar sat g 15 &
gg A AY SN fthy Sar SR AT @ bl BT &HIam iR
agla & ofd § g fIdf ot JTR HaT| Sd § g9 arer hiea
& ffg & sr-Are fQarg ff Igh w7 & gazn g s
Faifh IS B &1 gt grara fhar &3d | S & ftar ag
gd 938 9 9T oIl

fehs har &Y TSl @1 sy eEr 747 fh A A ded S @t
ot @i iRar offR Tw1 302 & &Il o+l SIsHI aTH I &Y
Rer &3 Rar mar goft srud g3 &t S & fow snwig o
dAfra diex fegsm &t arg & 78 usar o1 foh IHT 93 wglh
UqT| 39 37 ArcAl H IY fohelt A g1 aok A8 ¢H g H 39 39
HIT GFATAT | IFhT IF 60 &l <Al U= Ug= gt gt ot
FY FwaR fUser @aq gz oft aruy AR d € o sirar @
e ot oft 79 R IGT AT ATUY S H TAT STU I I gar &
8 o1 foh arg it gfar # ga+t saxddht sk wag g1 98
STgl |l Srar IF MR-A7A1, A w1 R R Ad-ara f
SMATST UM AT | TGT A7ar I frdY chshic Mag o s1a
f&ar war g Sl M f @s@s & arar ik @ ga1s & =
ar gl aiY f&F ag wg 7 wifa kK gary # gAar A

Afhd I8 S Star g wel Agl A ieneg gie oft a8
Gk A8 AT AT| IR ATHT IR AT g8l Sl | g1 g3 47|
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S o e gt 39 it audt ot arge & glar Iash
frT @wTra ot (79 giad-gid snfaz Igah! I« ush
HigEard # STery g g3 SIgi S dehell®h &9 a1l Hhig A8l
AqT| @ 981 Ad ¥ Yk e & 9gIR UST 81| gag fhdt &
SId ol 3l ¥ IR i Geit | 98 wforEard o DhraR o
S AMAR ISTSIY ST T AT| W ht H® GHAH 8 AT
foh =ihraIR ITH ATy T gl ULr 317 X7 g | I wigard
9 918 AT gt agax gasm iR @ -fa & geany &
AT R ATl A HEHA A FBFH GHIAIA A IFH!
IFA 3 gTAT U A WIHhR $T @I &t ¢ fFar| fradh
dI8 98 31U+ Ud & @1 &1 Al ISH I MH dh arud
wfgTarT gg= an|

Y SITTE & AATIT IF AGI H hgl <3 gl Al A7dr AT |
drehrary frame srufl s1d @ & & s # At Uy gy
G G UT| UieR Y Ueh 95 &y & GEIRX oI h ATHATT
<@ dMI I 99 Judl S # faarg S & eara o
et fha=n g ik grarlAg sk o1 9g 1 St 7! IFHT
QS ggard At | &t Igh ardl st gAd A1 U g A g9
gRar § IgH s g 98 it I srumn srfcdca e sty
g 9 ot 93d S19 USAT| UdT A8 S I AT AT TS|
AT GIg DHGR & IW TR &I ISAT| Jd gl AL
g I ot g1 o g g1 fex UgT Sl MR IA fGar) g
hH g g $© HelAl dh IAdl TG AR bl ot 379 IFHT
ared &t g 75 off | IS gag ag die & STmh & HuA =93
SIGI

U gag dex wfgwara 7 a8 far @rdra 4 ard aiw
<@ | fthy 91T MR HiTTATT &t Gark § it g3 Gl
g H UBT a udl I« g1 & AT dteR @t I3 o 1Y g
SRS I gdr gl T I 9§ 914 ygT war| drex g
AThSTT & 3R §¢ UT| IGah dgR U f&Adr &l s dhix d&
T off OTT @7 8T U1 IY ITFH dfST A 1 g | AfpT A
43T 98 AU bl dXH dlch g AT| AR & ga+ uv
gl A garar ik 39 g wAad i gwT I $B G
gAY g1 AfhT 39 w9 @ §© JAUAS 48 g, 7 81 A §©
g1 B 8|

qTAEIR A g7 foh Fa1 g7 sUhR FTATAT HAA T g ?
RHER A 8 Sarg gl g 97 AT Al Ay hi 3
<@ AT dieX aTS A HI GST gt 74T o7 3R 1 g1y
STg §U IY hidR i@l ¥ IR I oT1 MG IGeh! qere
g gt gt ff 1 mag ag SmSg g geohr U
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City of light, between earth and heaven

Older than history, older than tradition

Warﬁffy yet transcendent, wmyed' in cosmic space and time
Abode of Shiva, the primal being divine

Cradling the immanent and the manifest

Dawn qf creation, on the Ghats qf ‘Banaras

Awakening to chant of hymns, wafting incense
The morning splendor, a festéval of reverence
Mystic syfrih:aﬁty reveaﬁng the truth r,_vf the ages
‘Meanings and sermons and wisdom of sages
First rays of sun on the arc of life

A foyous celebration, on the Ghats of Banaras

Ascent of souls from the smoldering pyres
Cremating thefr bodies, egos and desires
Liberated from the grind of material existence
Tmploring the gods for the bliss of deltverance
Aglow in the radiance of absolute consciousness
‘Ultimate salvation, on the Ghats of Banaras

Elixir of (ife, bestowing gift of abundance
The holy Ganga, a cascading exuberance
Tmmersing dregs of living and ashes of dead
Cleansing and healing and surging ahead
The mesmeric light of a myriad lamps
Offering adoration, on the Ghats of Banaras



JULY 2020

VOL. 01

SehT 9T &Y 231, I e & A 3,
ST & ST, 99 ST 9T g 8@ .

STouT & ehrad, 33re 3reft oft wied,

AT WA 7R, ST gt Tdelrdl g,

el g, el ameft grht & A X

Thel Hesoil g &aTy, &R € ol Ugdm,

STeRd H R, Il Us! g Al 3.

dhiH UIIele TS, 9 341 ST | €,

ohdl T 3 STe Tthe &St 8 #¥ .

QTHYRT Ui, v aH 99 9il g,
WR Shaed § dair, g 9 g 1T 3.

IRIAT g, aTe 8 Shdt oft gy & arer,
STia=T 9t Ietdt STTY, araie g A< ¥,
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